This Week's Liturgy Calendar.
Ordinary Time of the Year.

(B)

Weekdays – Year 1.
Sunday 24th January:

Third Sunday of the Year. (B)

Repentance is one of the main themes running through the readings of today's
Mass.
The first reading from the prophet Jonah, tells how the preaching of Jonah met
with an immediate response from the people of Nineveh. It stresses the mercy and
forgiveness of God and how this is available and freely given to all people not just the
people of Israel.
Even though we know that the second coming of Christ was not as close at St.
Paul expected, the message he gives is important. He reminds us that, ultimately, we
are called to live in the next world. The things of this world should not distract us
from that calling and should not affect the way we live our lives.
The Gospel shows the prompt response of the first disciples to Jesus' call to
follow him. It is complete and total.

Monday 25th January: The Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.
Today we celebrate an event of great consequence for the life of the Church:
the conversion of St. Paul. It was sudden and dramatic. From being a persecutor of
the Church, he is transformed into an apostle of Christ. This was a turning point in
the life of the early Christian community.

Tuesday 26th January: Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus.
These two men were two of St. Paul's most ardent followers. Timothy
accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey, leaving him at Ephesus. He is
regarded as the first Bishop of Ephesus. Titus was put in charge of the Church at
Crete. Paul wrote two letters to Timothy and one to Titus that are often called the
pastoral letters.

Wednesday 27th January: Weekday of third week of the year.
Again we hear the parable of the sower. It begins and ends with the word
‘Listen.’ It is a powerful parable which reminds us of our need to hear accept and put
into practice the Word of God.

Thursday 28th January: Memorial of St. Thomas Aquinas.
Thomas was born near Aquino in Italy in 1225. He died in 1274. He spent his
early years at Monte casino, studied at Naples University and joined the Dominican
Order. This caused trouble within his family who actually took him prisoner and held
him for two years. He studied later under St. Albert the Great. His devotion to the
Eucharist gave rise to much of his writing, including hymns which are still used in the
Church today. He is regarded as one of the greatest, if not the greatest, of the doctors
of the Church. He devoted his life to teaching and preaching but above all to
theological reflection and writing of the truths of the faith.

The Gospel reminds us that, whatever talents we are given in life, we are
expected to use them to the best of our ability. We should be signs of the presence of
Christ in the community.

Friday 29th January:

Weekday of the third week of the year.

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews reflects on how the follower of
Christ has already suffered persecution and had to struggle to hold on to the new
found faith. He encourages his readers to keep that up and have hope and belief in
God’s love for us.
St. Mark recounts some more parables on the perennial problem – how do
good and evil exist side by side. It is the harvest on Judgement Day which will give
the answer.

Saturday 30th January:
The letter to the Hebrews uses the word ‘faith’ seven times e.g the faith of
Abraham, and Sarah as they journey with obedience based on faith. The Gospel
recounts the story of the storm at sea when Jesus rebukes the disciples for their lack of
faith.

The light of God surrounds us;
The love of God enfolds us
The power of God protects us;
The presence of God watches over us;
Wherever we are,
God is,
And all is well.

